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The Crucial Conflicts of 2025: Navigating Global Instability
Preventing Conflicts in 2025's Hot Zones

Abidjan, 18.10.2024, 00:47 Time

Global Strategic Communications - Commentary: As the world braces for 2025, escalating conflicts in West Africa, the South
China Sea, Haiti, and beyond demand proactive intervention. Here's why preventive strategies are essential to global stability.

As we approach 2025, the global landscape is rife with potential flashpoints that could reshape international stability and security. In a
rapidly changing geopolitical environment, understanding where conflicts are most likely to erupt—and what preventive measures can
be employed—is more critical than ever. The recent reports from MNS Consulting and Global-Security Strategic Communications
(GSC) highlight key regions and conflicts that warrant urgent attention from policymakers.

One of the most concerning areas is Coastal West Africa. Violent extremist groups, fueled by spillover from the Sahel, are intensifying
their push southward into countries like Céte d'lvoire, Ghana, and Benin. The U.S., with vested economic and security interests in the
region, cannot afford to turn a blind eye. If left unchecked, this escalation could disrupt strategic maritime routes, increase illegal
trafficking, and trigger a humanitarian crisis. Preventive action here is not just an option—it’s a necessity to curb extremism and
stabilize local governance structures.

Meanwhile, the Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) continues to be a tinderbox, with armed groups and foreign actors
battling over control of mineral-rich territories. The stakes are high, not just for the DRC, but for the entire Central African region, which
could see widespread destabilization. Neighboring countries like Uganda and Rwanda are already involved, and the situation could
escalate into a full-blown regional conflict if no decisive action is taken.

Farther east, the South China Sea remains another flashpoint, with China’s aggressive maneuvers raising the possibility of military
confrontation with the Philippines. Such a conflict would undoubtedly draw in the U.S. due to treaty obligations, threatening global
trade routes. This is a situation that demands more than saber-rattling—it requires a nuanced and firm diplomatic strategy that
maintains peace while upholding international maritime law.

Closer to home, Haiti’'s deepening political and humanitarian crisis poses another serious challenge. The threat of state failure,
exacerbated by gang violence and economic collapse, could lead to a surge in migration and increased crime across the Caribbean.
Haiti’s proximity to the U.S. makes its stability a direct national interest, yet international interventions have thus far been inadequate.
The U.S. must bolster its efforts to support governance and security in Haiti before the situation spirals into total chaos.

Finally, the fragile ceasefire between Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh is already fraying. Renewed hostilities could
draw in larger regional powers like Turkey and Iran, destabilizing the entire South Caucasus. With energy transit routes running
through the region, a conflict here could have significant ripple effects on global energy markets.

These conflict zones are not just theoretical risks—they are clear and present dangers to global security. The U.S. and its allies must
prioritize preventive diplomacy, enhance regional partnerships, and deploy comprehensive strategies that address the root causes of
these tensions. In an interconnected world, the price of inaction is too high to bear.

As Thomas Friedman often reminds us, the world is flatter and more connected than we imagine. The conflicts of 2025 may seem
distant, but their impacts will be felt everywhere. Preventive action today is the key to avoiding catastrophe tomorrow.
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